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~Namerikawa Guidepost series #11of 13~ Namerikawa: The City of Medicine

The origin of over-the-counter-medicine in Namerikawa began in 1733. Senuemon Takada of Takatsuki village learned the Hangontan
(a type of medicine) recipe and opened his own store.
As Toyama-made medicines gained popularity, the medicines were sent to the Korean, Chinese, and Taiwanese markets in pre-World
War Two. By 1965, there were 26 medicine manufacturers and 1 out of every 20 people had some kind of job relating to medicine,
whether as traveling salesman, pharmacists, or manufacturers. There are still traveling medicine salesmen today and they continue to
keep the traditions and customs of their predecessors.
Toyama medicine, including Namerikawa medicine and its salesmen, has not only made a contribution to the pharmaceutical field but
also all around the country. Because of the long journeys and many places medicine salesman traveled to, they were not seen just as
salesmen but as a link to national news and current events.
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