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~Namerikawa Guidepost series #100f 13~ Sarashiya

In 1842, the lJikeyasakasha was separated from Jikemura and moved to Shimokoizumi, and from then on was named

Shimokoizumiyasakasha. During the Edo period, Niikawa cotton became a local specialty product and Namerikawa began to produce
the cotton. Along with the cotton production, a number of dye shops and bleach shops were established. The bleach shops, using the
waters of the Naka River for their business, became so prosperous that the area was dubbed Sarashiya or “Bleach shop”.
In 1918, the Rice Riots began in Uozu after a quarrel in Shimoniikawa (Lower Niikawa). On August 5th, the Namerikawa rice
merchants stopped producing rice, which caused a dispute between the merchants and more than 2000 angry townspeople. The news of
the riot spread all across the country, and there was an outbreak of individual riots. At that time the entire Cabinet resigned and a new
Cabinet was inaugurated.

While there were many riots before the Rice Riots, the Rice Riots are an important part of Japanese history as it was the first organized
and recognized civilian protest group.
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